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Themes for Social and Emotional Learning: Imagination, growing up, perseverance,
female empowerment, parental love, courage

Language: 0 out of 5

Violence and Scariness: 2 out of 5 - The show has Pirate characters who fight and try to
poison and capture characters. There is sword fighting and sometimes characters get
hurt. There is a crocodile and a wolf who scare the Pirates. Captain Hook falls overboard
and gets eaten by a crocodile. Girl/Wendy gets hit with an arrow and falls from the sky.
The boys think she has been eaten by animals.

Sensory Advisories: 2 out of 5 - This is a musical and thus, there may be times where the
music gets loud. There are lighting effects and twinkling lights used throughout the show.
Sound effects are also used, specifically to indicate communication and movement of
Tinkerbell. There is a flash of light and bang sound when Tinkerbell arrives.

Potentially Anxious Moments: 2 out of 5 - The show references that every time a child
doesn’t believe in fairies, a fairy dies. At one point, Tinkerbell starts to die. Tinkerbell and
Girl/Wendy get in small fights. At one point she tells the boys to shoot an arrow at her.
Girl/Wendy threatens to drop out of the play and the performance is almost ended.
Characters sometimes “break the fourth wall” and enter the audience’s seating area. See
“Violence and Scariness” above.

Other things to know: There will not be an intermission.

Questions: Contact Education & Engagement Manager Jackie at jkomos@nashvillect.org. 

Tips to Know Before You Go: NCT strives to make its performances and facilities accessible to
all. The Education Department puts together tips for families and schools to help prepare
their children for their experience. (Note that the following tips are subject to change as the
show goes through the rehearsal process.) For more information about our Accessibility
enhancements, visit www.nashvillechildrenstheatre.org/accessibility. 

 

About the Show
Synopsis: Do you believe in fairies? When a young audience member at a performance of
Peter Pan adamantly declares that she doesn’t, she’s immediately cast as Wendy and whisked
away from the real world to take flight on a theatrical journey to Neverland. Accompanied by
the infamous boy who wouldn’t grow up, “Wendy” dances with mermaids, befriends
bewitching birds, and even battles pirates, but still doubts that magic is real. After realizing
the power of her own words, “Wendy” has a change of heart that not only saves Peter and
the Lost Boys, but also Tinkerbell too! 
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Optional: Ask students to write letters to the actors and artists here at NCT! We would
LOVE to hear your questions, favorite parts of the show, and more! Letters can be sent
to: Nashville Children’s Theatre, 25 Middleton Street, Nashville, TN 37210 or emailed to
info@nashvillect.org. 

Tell Us What You Thought! (Grades K-5)

Once your class has attended Peter Pan: Wendy's Adventure to Neverland, ask your students to
reflect on the performance using the grade-appropriate worksheet at the end of this guide. 

mailto:%20jkomos@nashvillect.org
http://www.nashvillechildrenstheatre.org/accessibility


Pre & Post Show

FROM PAGE TO STAGE
Theatre is storytelling! Many playwrights,
lyricists, and composers transform some of our
favorite books and stories into wonderful and
magical plays and musicals. When adapting a
story, changes are often made to the plot,
characters, and more. Sometimes these changes
are made to accommodate timing (the length of
the play) and the many elements that are
involved in bringing a story to life (such as set,
costumes, cast, etc.).

Adaptation – something that is
changed so it can be presented in
another form
Play - a story written to be acted on
a stage
Playwright – a person who writes
plays 
Musical - a play in which characters
at times sing songs instead of
speaking their parts
Lyricist – a person who writes the
words of a song 
Composer – a person who writes
music
Author – a person who writes
something such as a book or an
article

Definitions to share with your students
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Why do you think the show’s creators would                                                                   
 want to take this particular story and turn it                                                                       
 into a live performance? 
What are you most looking forward to seeing onstage?
Predictions: How do you think Tinkerbell will be portrayed onstage? What do you think
the set or scenery (the items placed on stage to create the environment of the story) will
look like? What about the costumes (the clothes the actors wear)?

Did any of the changes surprise you? Why do you think the playwright made those
changes? 
How did the music add to the story? Why do you think they decided to add music?
This version of Peter Pan is told from Wendy’s perspective. What would the play look like
if it happened from a different perspective? The Lost Boys? Captain Hook? Tinkerbell?

EXTENSION: Write a short story or diary entry from the perspective of a different
character, following the events from the play.

What story would you adapt into a play or musical if you could? Why? What do you
think is important to include? What might you change as you create your adaptation? 

EXTENSION: Allow students to sketch out (either literally illustrating or outlining a
storyboard) the different parts of their fairytale story. For older students, encourage
them to write out a scene or two (or the whole story) so that they can begin to grasp
the structure of these stories

Pre-Show Discussion (Grades K-5)

Read Peter Pan by J.M. Barrie or an adaptation of 
the book as a class. If you don’t have time, ask the 
students what they might already know about the 
story.

Post-Show Discussion (Grades K-5)

Either individually or as a class, have students create a Venn diagram comparing and
contrasting the story they heard or read before the show with NCT’s production. Ask
students to think about the plot, characters, and themes as they think about what was the
same and what was different. As you discuss their conclusions, ask students: 



What are shadows? How do you think they are created?
How do you know your shadow from someone else’s?
Discuss opaque v. transparent v. reflective objects.
Performance connection: How did the use of puppets, especially the shadow puppets, in
the play help tell the story?

Card stock paper
Pencils
Scissors

Give students a piece of card stock paper.
Either give the students a template to trace or have the students draw the character.
Explain to your students that with shadow puppets, you don't see details such as color or
faces. Thus, the outline of the character is the only crucial part.
Have the students cut out the character. (Assist with the smaller details as needed that
may require an X-Acto knife.) 
Attach the character to a craft stick using tape.

Cut the back of a cardboard box. 
Cut out the shape of a proscenium arch of a theatre (like the picture on this page).
On the inside, tape a large piece of tissue paper that covers the open space.
Place a lamp behind the screen.

SHADOW PLAY (Grades K-5)

In Peter Pan, Peter meets Wendy because he has lost track of his shadow and needs to find it
and sew it back on. With your students, discuss the science of light and shadows and bring it
home with the following activities.

DISCUSSION: 

ACTIVITY: Shadow Puppet Theatre
Create a shadow puppet theatre for your 
classroom! If you would like, create shadow 
puppets that go along with a theme (such as 
animals, fairy tale characters, etc.) or let the 
students create their own characters.

YOU WILL NEED:

 
STEPS TO MAKE PUPPETS:

1.
2.

3.

4.

STEPS TO MAKE THEATER:
Find a bare wall or place a sheet in front of a wall, table, cubbies, or shelves and use a
flashlight or lamp. Or, to make one out of a cardboard box, do the following.

1.
2.
3.
4.

EXTENSION ACTIVITY: A Shadow Puppet Problem
Allow your students time to play with the light and use their hands and puppets as
characters. Then, present the students with the following problem. You want to do a puppet
show about a character or item that grows larger over time. However, you only have one
puppet. Ask the students for suggestions of what might work. In conversation, discuss the
distance of the puppet from the light source. What might happen if you move the puppet
closer or farther from the light source? Have the students hypothesize what they think will
happen and discuss the results. (You may also wish to play with mixing colors and discuss
how color communicates mood and environment by grabbing some lightning gels from your
school's theater or online from places like Amazon.)

STEAM Activities: Shadow Play
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Tape
Craft sticks
Flashlight



EXTENSION ACTIVITY: Putting on a Shadow Play
Now that we have our actors and we know the diverse ways we can use our puppets, let’s
make some theatre! Ask your students to write and perform a scene using the puppets they 
 created (or hand shadows if they weren't able to make puppets). Emphasize character
relationships and characters that change over time. Discuss the differences seeing and
performing in a shadow puppet play versus other forms. How did the actors have to use their
voices and imaginations to tell the story?

EXTENSION: Meet the Puppeteer of Peter Pan
For their production of Peter Pan, Nashville Children’s Theatre partnered with Moon Bull
Studio for their puppets. Get to know Jesse Mooney-Bullock, the master puppeteer behind
the scenes! Share the following images, information, and video with your students.

STEAM Activities: Shadow Play (continued)
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"As an artist of puppetry, Jesse Mooney-Bullock
creates work that spans many disciplines.
Sculpture, live performance, painting and design,
engineering, writing and storytelling converge in
this art-form. He revels in the entire process –
from conceptualizing on paper to final
performance before a live audience. His hand-held
puppets operate in ways unique to their role and
purpose in a production, recognizing that a
puppet must move as well as it looks. Mooney-
Bullock has developed his skills in inventive
engineering alongside his abilities in fine sculpture
and wood-carving. It is this synthesis of form and
function that continually captivates him in his
artwork."

Check out the following YouTube video about Moon Bull Studio’s production of Brothers of Invention,
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVSttHvmCq4.

http://moonbullstudio.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cVSttHvmCq4


STEAM Activities: Second Star to the Right

Create-A-Constellation pattern from the Pacific                                                           
 Science Center Guide or your own pattern 
Overhead transparency of Create-A-                                                                    
 Constellation pattern or the pattern you created
Pencil

Before students meet, make copies of the                                                                    
 constellation sheets for each student. Make an                                                        
 overhead transparency of the constellation that                                                                 
 the pattern is based on.
Ask students to name some constellations                                                                    
 they’ve heard of or observed. Discuss with                                                                      
 them how they think the constellations got                                                                       
 their names. Define the term constellation.
Give a few examples of constellations and                                                                     
 stories behind them. For samples of origin                                                                       
 stories, see pg. 215 of the Pacific Science                                                                                
 Center Org guide.
Distribute the Create-A-Constellation sheets to                                                               
 each student. Have students observe the                                                                      
 pattern from several different orientations, and                                                               
 make observations about what they might see.
Have students draw figures or objects using                                                                    
 some or all of the stars in the star pattern.
Once they have created a figure, encourage                                                                
 students to come up with a brief story of their                                                      
 constellation and its origin story. Younger students can share their stories aloud and/or
draw pictures and older students can write their stories out.
Share student-created stories and drawings to emphasize how different people see
different figures in the same pattern.
If you used the Create-A-Constellation sheet, show the constellation that astronomers
consider part of that constellation, and share the origin stories associated with it.
Extension: Have students research other constellations. Try to find different cultural
stories and myths for the same star group.

SECOND STAR TO THE RIGHT (Grades 1-3)

Discuss the following with your students: In the show, Peter Pan takes Wendy to Neverland
by heading towards the “second star to the right”- so he is using the sky full of stars to
navigate, or find a way to get to where he needs to go. For centuries, people in all parts of
the world have looked at stars and used their placements to do everything from tell time to
get to where they need to go! Many different cultures also have their own associated
mythological creatures and stories for each constellation of stars. By associating groups of
stars with a character from a story, it made it easier to remember where star patterns were
located in the sky.

In the following activity from Pacific Science Center Org, students will learn the term
"constellation" to be a pattern made from a group of stars and will design their own
constellation. From there, encourage students to write a short myth based on the pattern
their constellation makes. 

YOU WILL NEED:

STEPS FOR ACTIVITY:
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https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/astro_ad_constellation.pdf
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/astro_ad_constellation.pdf
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/astro_ad_constellation.pdf
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/astro_ad_constellation.pdf
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/astro_ad_constellation.pdf
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/astro_ad_constellation.pdf
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/astro_ad_constellation.pdf
https://www.pacificsciencecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/astro_ad_constellation.pdf


What might have happened to the villain had that event not occurred? What might their
life be like? 
What if the event had happened to someone else (such as Peter Pan, Smee, or the Lost
Boys)? What might have happened?

A day in the life of the villain had they not turned to villainy
The event that triggered the villainy happening to someone else
The hero and villain in a stand-off, with the villain explaining their descent into villainy
and the hero starting to demonstrate understanding

What observations they can make about                                                                      
 relationships between characters? 
How do our assumptions inform how we think                                                                 
 their relationship will exist over time?
Considering Augusto Boal’s                                                                                                    
 Theatre of the Oppressed framework, what                                                              
 interventions to these scenes could alter the                                                                    
 future course of the relationship? 
Are these relationships malleable or fixed?

THE PERFECT RIVALS (Grades 1-5)

In the play, we know that Captain Hook and Peter Pan have a long history of rivalry. Ask
your students: What do you think is the story of how they met? For younger students, have
them illustrate how Peter Pan and Captain Hook came to know each other. For older
students, ask them to write out the story of how these two characters met, and what caused
their rivalry.

SEL EXTENSION: 
Many villains have a moment in their lives where a major event occurs that triggers their
descent into villainy. Have your students think about a particular villainous character (from a
play or musical, movie, book, comic, etc.) and identify the major event. Ask them to think
about the following:

For older students, split them into small groups and ask them to write a brief scene
illustrating one of the following:

THEATRE EXTENSION: 
Using the scenes they have written, have students 
perform them for the class. Ask your students the 
following:

Source: Theatre Folk , ImaginAction

ELA & SEL Activities: The Perfect Rivals
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Illustration from J.M. Barrie's Peter and Wendy
by Francis Donkin Bedford

“Theatre is a form of knowledge; it should and
can also be a means of transforming society.
Theatre can help us build our future, rather than
just waiting for it.”
- Augusto Boal

https://imaginaction.org/media/our-methods/theatre-of-the-oppressed-2
https://www.theatrefolk.com/blog/theres-always-more-to-the-story-finding-empathy-for-the-villain/
https://imaginaction.org/media/our-methods/theatre-of-the-oppressed-2


Who are you? 
What are the ways you see yourself?
Is it the same way others see you? 
What identities do you share with your family? 
What identities do you have that are different from your family? 
What are your identities? 
What makes us who we are and how do our identities maybe change over time? 
How does our identity define us and how we look at others?

What about what she does in the play shows us that she is in fact a strong girl? 
What do we think of as strength? 
How does that relate to being a person? 
How is the way we see Wendy portrayed in this show different from one of the Peter
Pan movies we are familiar with (or the way we see other girls portrayed in movies and
shows)?

GENDER  ROLES IN PETER PAN (Grades K-5)

Discuss the following with your students and/or assign as a writing task: The word identity
describes who or what a person or thing is. 

Expand upon that discussion with your students by exploring the following as a class or
assign as a writing task: At the end of the play, Wendy says she is “a strong girl.” 

EXTENSION: Gender Stereotypes & “Pants Roles”
Hold the following discussion with your students and/or assign as a reading/writing task:
Societal stereotypes create expectations of what gender is supposed to look like, including
the kind of clothing they wear or what they are supposed to sound like. Cross-dressing is the
act of wearing items of clothing not usually associated with one’s sex. We see cross-dressing
in theatre, with what is often referred to as “pants roles”.

A “pants role,” also known as a breeches role or trouser role, is one in which an actress
appears in male clothing. Breeches, knee-length pants, were the standard male garment at
the time these roles were introduced around 1660. The tradition began with operas, where
actors with higher voices (usually women), played male roles with high note demands.
Nashville Children’s Theatre has had many pants roles in the past - check out Rona Carter
becoming Badger in NCT’s The Wind In the Willows. 

ELA & SEL Activities: Gender Roles

7

Mozart's "Le Nozze di Figaro": Danielle de Niese, left, as Susanna &
Isabel Leonard as Cherubino in Miller’s production at the

Metropolitan Opera. Credit: Andrea Mohin/The New York Times

Julianne Gearhart (Sophie von Faninal) and Alice Coote (Octavian) in
Strauss' Der Rosenkavalier, 2006. © Wah Lui

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxEokbj81ZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxEokbj81ZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxEokbj81ZE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hxEokbj81ZE


What assumptions do we have about certain clothes                                                           
 belonging to genders? 
What do we assume boys and girls should be like? 
What do we associate with being a boy or being a girl? 
Do we see other gender stereotypes? (Eg: colors,                                                            
 toys, hairstyles). Where do you see them (eg: TV,                                                                  
 movies)? 
In what ways does Nashville Children’s Theatre’s                                                      
 production of Peter Pan question or support these                                                       
 stereotypes? 
How do gender stereotypes make you feel? How do                                                                  
they impact your life? 
What can you do, or what can we do collectively, to challenge stereotypes?

Did you know that Peter Pan has one of theatre’s most 
famous pants roles of all time? Cathy Rigby, an actress 
and Olympic gymnast, played the role of Peter Pan for 
over 30 years! In our production of Peter Pan, Captain 
Hook, a male character, is played by Nashville actress 
Megan Murphy Chambers- making it a pants role.

Ask your students: 

Source: Learning For Justice, An Analysis of Pants Roles in Opera

https://www.readbrightly.com/8-books-that-teach-kids-about-the-fluidity-of-
gender-and-the-importance-of-acceptance/
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/question-
corner/childrens-books-that-break-gender-stereotypes
https://childrenslibrarylady.com/gender-stereotypes-picture-books/

Picture Books Breaking Gender Stereotypes
Looking for a picture book to read with your class with protagonists and plots that break
gender stereotypes and/or teach about gender fluidity? Check out the resources below!

You may also wish to check with your school or local librarian for their recommendations
as well. 

Looking for lesson or learning plans, texts, tasks, or strategies on gender and social
justice topics? Visit LearningforJustice.org and click "Classroom Resources" at the top.
You can filter your search by grade level, subject area, and more. 

You can also reach out to Nashville Children's Theatre's Education Department to
schedule an interdisciplinary drama workshop for your students either directly related to
Peter Pan: Wendy's Adventure to Neverland or on a specific social justice topic your class is
currently exploring.

ELA & SEL Activities: Gender Roles (continued)
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Cathy Rigby as Peter Pan

https://www.learningforjustice.org/
https://dc.etsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1623&context=honors
https://www.readbrightly.com/8-books-that-teach-kids-about-the-fluidity-of-gender-and-the-importance-of-acceptance/
https://www.adl.org/education/resources/tools-and-strategies/question-corner/childrens-books-that-break-gender-stereotypes
https://childrenslibrarylady.com/gender-stereotypes-picture-books/


Lower Elementary
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Upper Elementary
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About Nashville Children's Theatre
Believing the culturally curious child is the future,

Nashville Children’s Theatre nurtures the next
generation of global citizens by providing

transformational theatrical experiences which reflect
our evolving community, instill profound empathy, and

foster personal discovery.

TN Academic Standards
for Activities 

Grades K-5
Page 1: About the Show
Tell Us What You Thought!
Theatre: K-1.T.R2.A, 4-5.T.R1.A, 3.T.R3.B
ELA: 2-5.RL.KID.2, 1.RL.KID.3, K.W.TTP.1, 1-
5.W.PDW.4, K-2.W.RBPK.8, W.RW.10
Visual Arts: K.VA.Cr1.A, 1.VA.Cr1.B, 2.VA.Cr1.B

Page 2: Pre & Post Show
Pre-Show Discussion
ELA: SL.CC.1, RL.RRTC.10
Theatre: 2-5.T.R1.A

Post-Show Discussion
ELA: SL.CC.1, RL.RRTC.10, K-2.RL.IKI.9
Theatre: T.R1.A, T.R2.A

Pages 3-4: Shadow Play
Shadow Play Discussion, Activity & Extensions
Science: K-1.ETS1, 1.PS4
ELA: W.TTP.3, SL.CC.1, W.RW.10
Theatre: K-3.T.P1.B, K-3.T.P2.B, 2-5.T.P3.A,
K.T.Cr1.B, T.Cr3.B 
Visual Arts: K-3.VA.Cr1.A, K-4.VA.Cr1.B

Page 5: Second Star to the Right
Activity
Science: 1.ESS1
ELA: SL.CC.1, W.PDW.4, W.RW.10
Visual Arts: VA.Cr1.A, 2.VA.Cr3.A

Page 6: The Perfect Rivals
Activity & Extensions
ELA: FL.SC.6, W.TTP.3, W.RW.10, SL.CC.1 
SEL: 3A.1, 3A.3, 3C.1 
Theatre: T.P3.A, 2.T.Cr1.A, 3-5.T.Cr2.A, T.Cr2.B, 1-
2.T.R2.B, 1-2 & 4-5.T.R3.C
Visual Arts: 1.VA.Cr1.B

Pages 7-8: Gender Roles in Peter Pan
Activity & Extensions
ELA: W.TTP.1, W.TTP.2, W.RBPK.9, SL.CC.1
SEL:  3A.3, 3C.1
Theatre: 3-5.T.Cn2.A, 4-5.T.R2.B, T.R1.A
Social Justice: ID.1, ID.3, D.10, JU.11, AC.17

For more information regarding the Social Justice
standards, visit
https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/social-
justice-standards. 

Seeing an NCT performance, as well as the activities in this
guide, help students build the 4 C's of 21st Century
Learning: Communication, Creativity, Collaboration, and
Critical Thinking! 

To schedule a workshop with one of NCT's Teaching
Artists, contact Jackie at jkomos@nashvillect.org.

Info for Teachers

Come join us again when Nashville Children's Theatre
presents Baby Shark April 2 - June 19, 2022 and The

SpongeBob Musical June 25 - July 17, 2022! 

This guide was written, compiled, and edited by Lexi Bresnan, Lana Ćosić, Jacqueline Komos and Colin Peterson.

Free Educator Preview for 
Peter Pan: Wendy's Adventure to Neverland

Thursday, February 17, 2022
Reception/Workshop: 5 pm 

Performance: 6:30 pm
 

Enjoy wine and cheese as you are introduced to
activities you can use in your classroom. To reserve a

spot visit NashvilleCT.org and go to “Book a Field
Trip.” Select “RSVP for Educator Previews” at the top
of the page. Event qualifies as PD. Childcare provided.

 
Questions regarding field trips and school offerings?

Contact Abby at
abbybaker@nashvillechildrenstheatre.org.

 
For more information regarding our COVID-19 Safety

Policies, read NCT's Care Commitment available at
www.nashvillechildrenstheatre.org/nct-care-

commitment. 

NCT is proud to acknowledge the government agencies,
foundations, and business partners that provide leadership

support: Metro Arts, Tennessee Arts Commission, The
Memorial Foundation, and The Shubert Foundation.
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https://www.learningforjustice.org/frameworks/social-justice-standards
mailto:%20jkomos@nashvillect.org
mailto:%20abbybaker@nashvillechildrenstheatre.org
https://www.nashvillechildrenstheatre.org/nct-care-commitment

