
Big Barn Puppet Show
Materials needed: craft sticks, glue, paper animal head shapes (printed or hand-drawn), crayons, scissors, tape,
cardstock, paper or waxed paper (for working surface)
Arrange 8 craft sticks vertically side by side on your paper or waxed paper surface. Use 2 craft sticks to create the
top horizontal beam and 2 more for the bottom horizontal beam. Glue these horizontal sticks across the vertical
sticks, forming a barn-like rectangle shape. Cut a barn roof shape out of cardstock—an angled triangle that fits
across the top of your barn frame. Glue the roof onto the top of your craft stick barn and let everything dry. Color
and cut out farm animal head shapes—either print templates you find online, draw
your own, or have your child create their own designs. Tape each animal head onto
the top of a single craft stick to create individual puppets. Now your barnyard buds
are ready for lots of imaginative play inspired by Bingo’s Birthday! 

Make Your Own Party Hat
Materials needed: Thick paper, crayons, scissors, glue stick or tape, hole punch,
yarn/ribbon/elastic string and decorative materials like stickers
Cut a large triangle out of the construction paper—about 8–10 inches tall and wide
enough to fit comfortably on your child’s head when rolled. Decorate the triangle
with crayons, markers, stickers, or anything fun you like! Add dots, stripes, or draw
party shapes. Roll the decorated triangle into a cone shape that fits your children’s
heads. Overlap the edges and secure with glue or tape. Punch holes on each side
near the bottom of the cone and tie a piece of yarn or ribbon to make a chin strap
to keep the hat on during dancing and celebrations!

Play & Learn Activities
Bring the magic of Nashville Children’s Theatre’s (NCT) Bingo’s Birthday performance
with you using these playful, hands-on activities for toddlers and preschoolers! Each
one invites your little ones to giggle, wiggle, imagine, and explore.

Get moving and spark imagination with these brain- and body-boosting activities.

Farmer Says
This is a farm-themed twist on “Simon Says.” One person is the Farmer and calls out commands like “Farmer
says moo like a cow,” “Farmer says hop like a bunny,” or “Farmer says roll in the hay.” Everyone only follows
commands that start with “Farmer says.” If the Farmer doesn’t say it, and someone moves, they take a silly “mud
puddle” break!

Pretend Party Planner
Pick a special stuffed animal whose birthday you’re celebrating today. Imagine everything you need for the
perfect party—cake, balloons, party hats, presents, and more. Make a list together, then act it all out with
pantomime—no real objects allowed! Pretend to bake a cake, hang decorations, wrap gifts, and set the table.
Invite other stuffed friends and throw a lively birthday bash full of pretend fun, singing, and celebration!

Explore & Activate!

Sing & Dance!
Turn up the tunes and dance around with the classic Bingo song.
Find the Birthday Pup
Materials needed: dog (or other) stuffed animal, music and player
Play a lively game of musical hide-and-seek! Have your children close their eyes while you hide Bingo somewhere
in the room. Then, play some fun music—try the classic “B-I-N-G-O” or a cheerful birthday tune—and encourage
your children to move and dance around the room to the rhythm as they search. Pause the music to give clues
like, “Is Bingo high or low? Near or far?” Celebrate together when Bingo is found!

Sing Along with “B-I-N-G-O”
Everyone loves the classic “B-I-N-G-O” song! Check out this Super Simple version that adds clapping, patting
your legs, head, and tummy, plus jumping—all great for learning letters and body awareness. Visit Super Simple’s
BINGO page for the video, instructions, and more fun resources to get singing and moving!

Create a Masterpiece!
Unleash creativity with these easy and fun art projects.

(Adapted from The OT Toolbox)

https://supersimple.com/song/bingo/
https://supersimple.com/song/bingo/
https://supersimple.com/song/bingo/
https://www.theottoolbox.com/big-red-barn-book-craft/


Head to the kitchen (or farmer’s market) for some learning fun!

Plant Activity – Be a Farmer!
Materials Needed: Clear cup, potting soil, vegetable seeds, small shovels or spoons, spray bottles filled with water,
and craft sticks with markers for labeling
Fill a clear cup with soil using a small shovel or spoon. Sprinkle a few vegetable seeds on top of the soil. Cover
them with another layer of soil. Use a spray bottle to lightly water the soil. Create a plant label by writing the
seed type on a craft stick and placing it in the cup. Set the cups in a well-lit area and observe the plants as they
grow over the coming weeks. Because the cups are clear, you will be able to see the roots develop under the
soil, giving a fuller picture of how plants grow.

Build Your Dog a Home
Materials Options: Blocks of various sizes, popsicle sticks, dog figurines, and any other creative building materials
you have on hand—think cardboard, paper tubes, pipe cleaners, or LEGO bricks
Start by talking with your children about dog homes and crates. What features make a good space for a dog? Is it
cozy, strong, fun?  If your children are older, they can sketch out their designs first, thinking through how it might
be built and what materials they'll need. Then, invite them to use the provided materials to construct their dog
home. Prompt them to consider how to make their structure sturdy and stable. What parts need support? What
can they do to keep it from tipping over? After building, they can “test” it out by placing a dog figurine inside.
Encourage them to revise and rebuild as many times as they’d like—this is part of the STEAM process! 

Enjoy a Yummy Snack

Make Your Own Puppy Chow
Materials Needed: Rice Chex cereal, chocolate chips, peanut butter (or allergy-
friendly alternative), butter, vanilla, powdered sugar, and a few kitchen tools
Melt the chocolate, peanut butter, and butter together in the microwave, stirring
until smooth. Add vanilla. Pour the mixture over the cereal and gently stir to coat.
Place the coated cereal in a zip-top bag with powdered sugar, seal, and shake it
up! Spread it out to cool, then enjoy. This hands-on snack is great for practicing
mixing, measuring, and sharing—plus it’s delicious!

Where Does Our Food Come From?
Ask your children if they know where food comes from—then go exploring
together! Look through your fridge and pantry and sort foods into two categories:
foods that come from plants (like fruits, vegetables, and grains) and foods that
come from animals (like milk, eggs, and cheese). Talk about how many of these
foods come from farms and how farmers help bring them to our tables. Want to
learn more? Visit a local farmers market! Farmers there love sharing how they
grow and make food—and your child can see firsthand the important role they
play in our community.

Go Full STEAM!
Ignite the minds of your little budding scientists.

Read and Write
Build early literacy skills with your Bingo fans!
Bingo’s Birthday Invitations
Materials Needed: small blank cards or half sheets of paper, crayons, and decorative materials like stickers
Help your children create simple “birthday invitations” for Bingo! Talk about who they want to invite (real or
pretend), and what makes a fun birthday party. They can draw pictures, “write” with scribbles or letters, and
decorate each card. Pretend to deliver the invites around the house, school, or to stuffed animals.

D is for Dog
Materials Needed: Paper, markers, scissors, glue sticks, optional: picture of dog, dot markers
Start by folding a piece of paper in half and drawing a big uppercase letter D on it. Help your children cut out the
D shape, and then snip a small door flap in the curved part—leave one side attached so it can open like a little
doghouse door. Glue the letter D onto a second sheet of paper, making sure not to glue down the flap. Invite
your children to decorate the D using dot markers or crayons. These colorful dots can represent paw prints or
just fun decorations. Next, find a small picture of a dog—this can come from an old magazine, a sticker, or your
child can draw their own. Glue the dog behind the flap so it peeks out when the door opens.

SHARE WITH US!
We would love to see the fun you and your NCT fans are up to! Take a picture
of you doing any of these activities, using #NCTSnuggery and tag Nashville
Children’s Theatre! 
Facebook: @nashvillechildrenstheatre
Instagram: @nashvillechildrenstheatre 

https://www.facebook.com/nashvillechildrenstheatre
https://www.instagram.com/nashvillechildrenstheatre/

