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Know Before You Go

Some Pig. Humble. Radiant. When Wilbur is born smaller than most pigs, it’s his friendships on the
Arable family’s farm that save his life in more ways than one. This classic tale weaves an
intergenerational message of love, friendship and loss in this adaptation of E.B. White’s immortal
masterpiece. Whether it’s Charlotte’s selfless acts of kindness or Wilbur’s journey to find belonging, it’s
the ties we share with others that make life truly meaningful.

Know Before You Go Tips & Info

NCT provides guidance to help schools and families prepare students for their theatre experience.
Each category is rated on a scale from 1 to 5, with 1 indicating a small amount and 5 indicating a
larger presence. These tips are designed to support your planning, but we recognize that every
classroom and student is different. We encourage teachers and caregivers to use their own judgment
in deciding what best meets the needs of their students. Note: Our Education Staff will continue to
update these tips on the NCT website, as aspects of the production may evolve during rehearsals.

o Language: 1 out of 5 - There are some moments of emotional intensity, including references to
Wilbur the pig’s life being in danger and themes of friendship, loss, and the cycle of life. Some
characters use unkind words to describe him.

« Violence and Scariness: 2 out of 5 - There are several references to the realities of farm life,
including discussions of animal culling and butchering. Wilbur's life is threatened multiple times,
and one scene includes a character sharpening an axe. A child character briefly pretends to wield
a wooden dagger and air rifle. Charlotte is shown consuming insects, which includes a mention of
her drinking their blood. There is also a passing line about using a knife on someone, delivered in
a stylized and non-graphic way.

« Sensory Advisories: 2 out of 5 - There are theatrical effects, involving sound and lighting
throughout the show. There are moments of thunder and lightning that may startle some
children. Fireworks also appear in the show, adding sudden bright flashes and loud sounds.

« Potentially Anxious Moments: 3 out of 5 - The story centers on Wilbur’s survival, with repeated
references to the possibility of his death. Early in the show, there is a tense moment when a baby
pig is nearly killed. Additional potentially distressing moments include an animal being forcibly
given medicine and Wilbur’s anxiety about not winning a blue ribbon. The most emotional
moment occurs when Charlotte dies.

« Other Things to Know: This play is based on the book by the same title by E.B. White. There will
not be an intermission.

First published in 1952, Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White invites readers <
into a quiet barnyard where the ordinary becomes extraordinary. With : 10{@9 %
rich language and close attention to the details of rural life, White ) ata s
transforms the everyday routines of animals and people into a timeless P V= ;
story that encourages observation, empathy, and wonder. i We

This curriculum guide offers a variety of lessons that help students
engage with the story in meaningful and interdisciplinary ways. Using a
mix of literacy, science, and creative expression, this guide supports
cross-curricular learning while honoring the spirit of E.B. White's classic.
Together, these lessons invite students to slow down, look closely, and
discover the extraordinary in the everyday.
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